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Roots of Joint Action
(Natalie Sebanz, Central European University)
Humans learn about social interaction as well as about individual action skills by
participating in and observing joint actions from an early age. What are the
prerequisites for being able to participate in joint action? What can be learnt from
engaging in and from observing others performing joint actions? Reviewing studies of
children and adults, this talk will focus on the role of joint action plans that allow us to
integrate different parts of joint actions and to form expectations about joint outcomes.
Specifying mental representations that enable and constrain joint action complements
accounts that regard cooperation as a matter of decision making.

Coordination mechanisms in Joint Action

(Giinther Knoblich, Central European University)

Humans perform many kinds of joint actions including dancing, playing music together,
and carrying boxes while moving house. All of these joint actions require that two or
more people coordinate their individual actions to achieve joint effects. This talk will
provide an overview of coordination mechanisms that have been identified in
experimental studies on joint action so far. These mechanisms include action simulation
and action monitoring, role distribution, and reduction of variability. The talk will
conclude with the observation that some coordination mechanisms are domain general
whereas others are highly domain specific and discuss the advantages and
disadvantages of both types of mechanisms for effective joint action.
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